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MOVE TORONTO
Preface
1.0 Introduction
The City of Toronto is at a very important stage in it’s history. From the 1950’s until the mid-1990’s, there was rapid transit construction taking place
in at least one location throughout former Metro Toronto. Since 1995, construction of new subways has been stagnant.
The year 1995 marked the end of transit expansion in Toronto. At that point, three new subway lines were being planned, with funding being secured,
and construction on some already beginning. Of these three lines, half of one was completed. The other two were “suspended indefinitely”.
It is only in recent years that the Spadina and Yonge subway extensions have been proposed, and that funding has been partially secured. Then came
the TTC’s Transit City proposal, as well as the Metrolinx Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). These two plans promise a new era of transit expansion in Toronto, and across the entire GTHA.
However, as this proposal will attempt to highlight, there are flaws in the Transit City proposal. This proposal is intended to be a cost-neutral alternative vision to Transit City. It will show what, for approximately the same price as Transit City, Toronto could have.
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1.0 Introduction
1.1 Who is the Save Our Subways
Coalition?
This plan was not drafted by TTC planners,
politicians, or any type of government bureaucrats. It was drafted by the Save Our Subways
Coalition (S.O.S.), a group of ordinary citizens,
some with specializations in Urban Planning,
Architecture, and Engineering, committed to
bringing an alternative vision for transit in Toronto to the forefront.

1.2 Why Not Transit City?
Transit City is a bold vision for transit in Toronto that has brought discussion about transit
back to the forefront. However, the plan, which
relies mainly on Light Rail Transit (LRT) to
move people around Toronto, is not the best use
of limited financial resources. The plan ignores Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) and Heavy Rail
Transit (HRT, commonly referred to as subway)
completely. Transit City has branded LRT as a
‘one size fits all’ solution for Toronto. In reality,
it is not.

Figure 1: TTC Transit City Plan

The Transit City plan focuses mainly on suburban transit expansion, but neglects any substantial transit improvements where the majority of
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transit users are headed: downtown. Transit City
only proposes one new line south of Bloor-Danforth, which does not address capacity issues
on the Yonge subway south of Bloor at all. We
believe this to be Transit City’s greatest flaw.
Transit City will also impose unnecessary transfers at a variety of stations throughout Toronto,
particularly at Don Mills and Kennedy stations.
These transfers currently are, and even after
Transit City is implemented will continue to be,
an inconvenience for thousands of transit users.

1.3 Why Move Toronto?
The Move Toronto plan is designed to take
advantage of various modes of transit in order
to move people effectively throughout Toronto.
We realize that the subway network is the
backbone of any municipal transit network, and
that the backbone in Toronto is currently insufficient.
Move Toronto proposes two new subway lines
in Toronto: Eglinton, and the Downtown Relief
Line (DRL). Both of these subways were, in
one form or another, part of the Network 2011
Plan, which was largely cancelled after the
1995 Provincial election. These two subways
are crucial to the future of transit in Toronto.

the Bloor-Danforth and Sheppard subways, to
help deliver improved transit to the outer areas
of the City of Toronto, and beyond.
Move Toronto also utilizes BRT to move passengers efficiently and cost-effectively from
their neighbourhood to access the subway
network.

1.4 Goals
The S.O.S. Coalition has several goals it hopes
Move Toronto will achieve:
1) Bring true higher-order transit to unserved or under-served areas of Toronto.
2) Eliminate permanent needless transfers
(particularly at Don Mills and Kennedy stations).
3) Utilize a network of Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) to efficiently and cost-effectively deliver rapid transit to the areas of Toronto not
directly served by the subway network.

Move Toronto also proposes extensions on both
THE SAVE OUR SUBWAYS COALITION
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2.0 Move Toronto:
Subways
As was stated earlier, S.O.S. believes that subways are the backbone of the transit network.
This backbone in Toronto is currently insufficient, and in some places is at or approaching
capacity. In order for the system to be truly effective, this backbone needs to be expanded to
not only provide subway service to new areas,
but also to alleviate demand pressures on existing routes.

2.1 Downtown Relief Line Subway
As mentioned earlier, one of the main flaws of
Transit City is its lack of transit south of the
Bloor-Danforth subway. The Downtown Relief
Line (DRL) will address this issue by proposing
a new subway beginning at Eglinton and Don
Mills (the Science Centre), passing through
downtown, then using the rail corridor west of
downtown to terminate at Eglinton again, forming a U-shape around midtown and downtown
Toronto, similar to the Yonge-University-Spadina subway. The eastern portion (Science Centre

to Union) will be approximately 11 km, with
the western portion (Union to Black Creek) being approximately 11 km as well.
The section of the line from Spadina to Pape is
projected to cost approximately $1.59 billion.
This section does not count towards the Transit
City total, as it is to be funded independently of
Transit City. The section of the line from Pape
to Eglinton is projected to cost approximately
$1.35 billion. A large portion of this cost is
covered under the projected costs of the Don
Mills LRT (the northern section of which will

As a result, Move Toronto will add two new
subway lines into the system (the Downtown
Relief Line and Eglinton subways), as well as
propose extensions to the Bloor-Danforth and
Sheppard subways.
Some of the subway extensions are dashed on
the map, signifying that they are part of the
Metrolinx RTP’s 25 year plan. All such extensions are also overlaid with BRT lines, which
will run until the subway along that corridor is
operational.

Figure 2: Rendering of Gerrard Station on the DRL (Courtesy of wyliepoon)
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Figure 3: The Move Toronto Subway Plan
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be replaced with a BRT, lowering costs on that
portion of the line). The western portion of the
line from Spadina to Eglinton is projected to
cost approximately $3.51 billion. The cost projections for this section of the line are lower due
to the possibility for at-grade construction.
This line will have several advantages for the
system and its users:
1) Decreased pressure on Bloor-Yonge and St.
George stations, as passengers using BloorDanforth will be able to transfer at either
Dundas West or Danforth-Pape stations to reach
downtown, avoiding the current transfer locations.
2) Interception of several major bus routes (and
future BRT/subway routes). Rather than taking a bus along Lawrence or Eglinton to the
YUS subway, passengers will be able to take a
BRT or bus to the DRL terminus stations, for an
alternative route downtown.
3) It will be relatively inexpensive for a subway. The western leg of the DRL will use the
Georgetown Rail Corridor, and thus will be
able to be built at-grade, substantially lowering construction costs. The corridor is already
slated to be upgraded for GO Train use, and our
hope is that this construction period can be used
to build the DRL as well.
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2.2 Eglinton Subway
The Eglinton subway was initially proposed in
the Network 2011 Plan as the Eglinton West
subway, from Eglinton West station to Martin
Grove. Transit City has proposed a continuous
LRT along this corridor, with a central tunneled
portion making up approximately 35% of the
line. While we agree that Eglinton deserves
rapid transit, we do not agree with having 65%
of the line at-grade, susceptible to traffic delays, poor light timing, and car accidents. We
believe that the entire Eglinton line needs to be
grade-separated. This is why we are proposing
a subway for Eglinton, and we have adapted
a phased approach, one that balances cost and
efficient service.
We propose that the construction of the Eglinton Subway be divided into two phases:
1) The central portion, from Eglinton Flats
(Eglinton West and Jane) to the Science Centre
(Eglinton East and Don Mills), be built as a
subway. The line will be approximately 13 km
long. This is not significantly different from the
current Transit City proposal, which calls for
a tunnel between Keele and Laird. This tunnel
is to be built to subway specifications. Move
Toronto proposes an additional 3 km of subway,
with 1 km of it not requiring tunneling. The
central portion is projected to cost $4.05 billion,

roughly equivalent to the projected Transit City
costs.
The western portion, from Eglinton Flats to
Pearson Airport, will be completed in this phase
as well. This section will have the distinct
advantage of being able to use the Richview
corridor to cut-and-cover, or to trench, depending on what is warranted. This construction
method will significantly reduce costs, while
still providing the advantage of having grade
separation. This will also have a minimal impact on traffic along Eglinton Ave during the
construction period. The western portion is approximately 10 km long, and projected to cost
$2.91 billion.
The central portion will be nearly cost neutral
to Transit City on it’s own, and the added cost
of building a subway along the western portion will be negated by having BRT instead of
LRT along the eastern portion, making Phase
1 the Eglinton subway nearly cost-neutral with
Transit City.
2) The second phase of the project, set in the 25
year portion of the Metrolinx RTP, will see the
BRT portion along Eglinton East be converted
into subway, thereby creating a continuous,
grade-separated line from Pearson Airport in the
west, to Kingston Road in the east. In essence,
the BRT is a temporary rapid transit substitute
THE SAVE OUR SUBWAYS COALITION
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until funds become available to extend the
Eglinton subway. The eastern extension will be
approximately 10.5 km (with 6 km to Kennedy,
and another 4.5 km to Kingston Rd), and is
projected to cost $3.21 billion.

2.3 Sheppard Subway Extensions
The Sheppard subway from Yonge to Don
Mills opened in 2000. It was part of the Network 2011 Plan, originally planned to go from
Downsview to Scarborough Town Centre
(STC). However, due to budget cuts, it was reduced to its current length. Transit City proposes an LRT along Sheppard East from Don Mills
to Morningside, with no plan to connect to STC
at all. This proposal would also force a transfer
at Don Mills station for passengers wishing to
continue west along Sheppard.
By contrast, the Move Toronto proposal is to
complete the Sheppard subway from Downsview to STC, with the project entailing two
components:

funds saved from changing several of the LRTs
proposed in Transit City to BRTs, will help fund
this subway extension. The project is estimated
to cost $2.22 billion.
2) A westward extension from Yonge to Downsview. This will offer a true rapid transit connection between the northern portions of the
Spadina and Yonge subways. This project is
estimated to cost $1.23 billion.

Figure 4: Don Mills Station

1) Don Mills to STC: The approximately 7 km
route will link the current terminus of the Sheppard subway to its logical terminus, STC. This
will provide a direct rapid transit link between
the two major town centres in northern Toronto.
While this will require additional investment
compared to the Transit City for Sheppard, the
THE SAVE OUR SUBWAYS COALITION
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2.4 Bloor-Danforth Subway
Extensions
The Move Toronto plan contains both eastern
and western extensions of the Bloor-Danforth
subway.

entirely dependent on the City of Mississauga
being willing to fund the extension, as everything west of Sherway is inside of Mississauga.
Therefore, like the subway extension into
Vaughan, the TTC will only operate the line,
not pay for it’s construction. This extension is
slated to be in the 25 year portion of the plan.

However, the City of Mississauga may choose
to accelerate it should they desire it.

In the east, it will be extended from Kennedy
to STC, a distance of approximately 6 km. This
will eliminate the need for the Scarborough
RT, which is due to be replaced in 2015. That
timeline means that this extension needs to be
a priority in terms of the phasing of the subway
construction. This extension will also allow for
a connection between the Sheppard and BloorDanforth subways. This extension is estimated
to cost $1.8 billion.
The western extension is composed of two separate extensions. The first, to be completed in
the 15 year time segment, is an extension from
Kipling to Sherway Gardens, a distance of approximately 3.25 km, at a cost of approximately
$990 million. The majority of this extension can
be done at-grade using the rail corridor, similar
to the section from Islington to Kipling.
The second portion of the extension is from
Sherway to Square One in Mississauga. This
extension is approximately 8 km long, and is
projected to cost approximately $2.4 billion.
Unlike other portions of the plan, this is nearly
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Figure 5: Under Move Toronto, the aging Scarborough RT would be replaced with a Bloor-Danforth
Subway extension to Scarborough Town Centre.
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2.5 Yonge-University-Spadina
Subway Extensions
The Yonge and Spadina subway extensions are
not part of Transit City, and are also supported
by S.O.S. As a result, they are included in Move
Toronto, and the alignments that have been
chosen are sufficient. S.O.S. does not wish to
make any changes to these proposals, especially
given that funding for the Spadina extension
has already been secured, and construction is
set to begin shortly.

Figure 6: The Spadina Subway extension
proposal

THE SAVE OUR SUBWAYS COALITION

Figure 7: The Yonge Subway extension
proposal
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2.6 Subway Cost Summary

Line and Section

To the right is a table for the projected costs of
the Move Toronto subway projects. In order
to accurately reflect Move Toronto’s cost-neutrality with Transit City, those subway extensions that have not been included in the cost of
Transit City (DRL East, Yonge extension, and
Spadina extension) have been placed in their
own column. Only those portions of the lines
that replace proposed Transit City lines have
been included in the total cost. Phase I of Move
Toronto has been divided into two parts, reflecting the funding that has been allocated ($8
billion) and not allocated ($7 billion) for Transit
City.

DRL East (Pape to Eglinton)
DRL East (Spadina to
Pape)
DRL West (Spadina to
Eglinton)
Eglinton Central (Jane to
Don Mills)
Eglinton West (Jane to
Pearson)
Eglinton East (Don Mills
to Kingston)
Sheppard East (Don Mills
to Scarborough Centre)
Sheppard West (Yonge to
Downsview)
Bloor-Danforth East
(Kennedy to Scarborough
Centre)
Bloor-Danforth West
(Kipling to Sherway)
Bloor-Danforth West
(Sherway to Square One)

As one can see, the projected cost of Phase I of
the Move Toronto plan in comparison to Transit
City is cost-neutral (Transit City being projected to cost $15 billion). A substantial portion
of the BRT network (detailed in Section 3) can
be delivered for the remaining $550 million.
While the total cost of the plan over the 25 year
timeframe is projected to be $30.26 billion, we
believe this plan would represent a significant
improvement in transit both for Toronto, and for
the entire GTA.

Yonge (Finch to
Richmond Hill Centre)
Spadina (Downsview to
Vaughan Centre)
Total

Phase I (Part I)

Phase I (Part II)

Independent from
Transit City

Phase II

$1.35 Billion
$1.59 Billion
$3.51 Billion
$4.05 Billion
$2.91 Billion
$3.21 Billion
$2.22 Billion
$1.23 Billion
$1.80 Billion

$0.99 Billion
$2.40 Billion (paid
for by City of Mississauga)

$8.07 Billion

$6.48 Billion

$2.4 Billion (TTC
Estimate)
$2.6 Billion (TTC
Estimate)
$6.59 Billion

$9.12 Billion

Note: Italics denote projects that have received funding and are scheduled to begin shortly.
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3.0 Move Toronto: Bus
Rapid Transit
As opposed to LRT, which requires fixed rail
ROWs to operate, BRT is very flexible in terms
of the ways it can operate. There are several different ‘versions’ of BRT, some of which will be
used in Move Toronto.
Before we begin discussing routes, we must
first distinguish between the two types of BRT
that Move Toronto proposes to use. The first
is at-grade, dedicated lane, shared ROW BRT
(hereafter referred to simply as ‘BRT’). This
involves a dedicated bus lane along the entire
length of the corridor, as well as signal priority.
The second type of BRT that Move Toronto
proposes to use is BRT using cue jump lanes,
curbside cut-outs, and signal priority (hereafter
referred to as ‘BRT Light’). We have designated
it BRT Light because it does not use a dedicated
lane the entire length of the corridor, rather
just at intersections, to avoid waiting for long
periods of time at red lights, and for an unobtrusive place to load and unload passengers.
This style of BRT will drastically save on costs,
as dedicated lanes will only need to be built
around intersections. BRT Light will provide
a substantial increase in efficiency, speed, and
reliability compared to current bus routes along
THE SAVE OUR SUBWAYS COALITION

major corridors, at a cost magnitudes less than
building LRT.
S.O.S. believes that BRT is the favourable
alternative to LRT due to the nature in which
they are being used. In Transit City, LRTs are
being used for fairly long distance trips, with
minimal access to subways (passengers may
be on the LRT for half an hour before finally
reaching a subway). In Move Toronto, BRTs
are being used as short distance, high capacity
feeder routes to quickly and efficiently access
the subway network. These BRT routes are not
intended to be long-haul routes, rather they are
intended to be frequent and reliable 10 to 15
minute trips to and from the closest subway. In
Move Toronto, the subway network has been
designed to carry passengers over the long
distances, not LRT. Subway can deliver this service more efficiently, quickly, and comfortably
compared to LRT.

Figure 8: Shared ROW BRT in Jakarta

Figure 9: Cue Jump Lane
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Figure 10: Move Toronto Transit Plan
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3.1 Highway 27 BRT

a total distance of approximately 25 km.

Highway 27 and 427 is one of the main northsouth corridors in Etobicoke. In order to move
Etobicoke residents to and from the subway network efficiently, we propose a BRT line from
Long Branch to Finch Ave W, a total distance
of approximately 17 km. The service would
use the exit ramps of the 427 to load and unload passengers. This would require very little
additional infrastructure, and would provide
true North-South rapid transit in Etobicoke.
North of the 427, it would become a BRT Light
service, using cue jump lanes and signal priority
along the Highway 27 corridor. The option also
remains to extend the BRT north into Vaughan
if they should desire it.

This line will intersect the Highway 27 BRT,
the Bloor-Danforth subway, the Eglinton subway, the Finch BRT, and the Spadina subway.

This line will intersect the Jane-Etobicoke
South BRT, the Bloor-Danforth subway at Sherway, the Eglinton subway at Martin Grove, and
the Finch BRT.

This line will intersect the Highway 27 BRT,
the Jane BRT, the Spadina subway, the Yonge
subway, the Don Mills BRT, and the Malvern
BRT.

3.2 Jane-Etobicoke South BRT

3.4 Don Mills BRT

Under the Transit City Plan, Jane was slated to
receive an LRT from Jane station up to Steeles
West station. However, given that the Move
Toronto plan proposes a BRT along Highway
27 as well, an LRT along Jane is no longer costeffective. Therefore, we propose a BRT Light
line from Long Branch to Steeles West station,

Don Mills was another corridor slated to have
LRT under the Transit City plan. It was supposed to run from Pape station on the BloorDanforth subway to Finch East. However, under
the Move Toronto plan, the DRL subway has
replaced the section of the line from DanforthPape to Science Centre (Eglinton East and Don

THE SAVE OUR SUBWAYS COALITION

3.3 Finch BRT
Like the Jane BRT, the Finch BRT was included
in the Transit City plan as the Finch West LRT.
However, we feel that, for the same cost as the
LRT running from Highway 27 to Don Mills,
we can built a BRT Light along the entire Finch
corridor (from Highway 27 to Neilson), which
will provide a very similar level of service, in
addition to being accessible to more people.
This line will be approximately 33 km long.

Mills). As a result, the remaining section will
not have significant enough ridership to justify
LRT. Therefore, a BRT Light is being proposed
from the Science Centre to Steeles Ave, where it
will connect with York Region’s VIVA system.
This line will be approximately 10.5 km.
This line will intersect the Eglinton subway, the
Sheppard subway, and the Finch BRT.

3.5 Kingston BRT
The Kingston BRT Light will run from Main
Street station on the Bloor-Danforth line, along
Danforth Ave to Kingston Road, then follow
Kingston Road to Old Kingston Road, where
it will terminate at Port Union Road. It will be
approximately 20 km long.
This line will intersect the Bloor-Danforth subway, the Eglinton East BRT (and the proposed
Eglinton subway extension), and the Ellesmere
BRT.

3.6 Ellesmere BRT
The Ellesmere BRT Light will run from Scarborough Town Centre to Kingston Road, where
it will rendezvous with the Kingston BRT. It
will exit STC at McCowan, where it will turn
south to Ellesmere, and then take Ellesmere
eastward until Kingston Road. It will be ap-
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proximately 9 km long.

4.0 Conclusion

This line will intersect with the Bloor-Danforth
subway at STC, the Malvern BRT, and the
Kingston BRT.

The Move Toronto plan, designed by the S.O.S. Coalition, outlines an alternative, cost-neutral vision to Transit City. Rather than having LRT lines designed to transport passengers across Toronto,
Move Toronto has proposed additions to Toronto’s subway network, with BRT and BRT Light
lines delivering efficient, reliable, and cost-effective service to those without direct walking access
to the subway network.

3.7 Malvern BRT
The Malvern BRT Light will run from Scarborough Town Centre to Finch East, using the
Ellesmere BRT routing until Military Trail,
where it will turn north until Neilson, and then
will use Neilson to service the Malvern Town
Centre.
This line will intersect the Bloor-Danforth subway at STC, the Ellesmere BRT, and the Finch
BRT.
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We believe that our vision for transit in Toronto is more dynamic, more versatile, more cost-effective, and a better long-term solution for transit. The investment in subway infrastructure that this
plan proposes will be useful well into the next century. In addition, the relative little capital cost of
the BRT and BRT Light network is adaptable, and upgradable to full BRT, LRT, or subway should
future need present itself.
Toronto deserves a plan that will serve it’s transit needs for decades to come. Toronto deserves
Move Toronto.

THE SAVE OUR SUBWAYS COALITION

MOVE TORONTO
Photo References
Figure 1: http://www3.ttc.ca/images/About_the_TTC/Transit_city/Transit_City_Map.jpg
Figure 2:
Figure 4: http://farm1.static.flickr.com/78/154538854_1b58935474_o.jpg
Figure 5: http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3441/3924747776_d0c992c9ce.jpg
Figure 6: http://www.city.vaughan.on.ca/environment/images/SUBWAY%20EXTENSION.jpg
Figure 7: http://www.vivanext.com/assets/images/contentRelated/Yonge_subway_map.png
Figure 8: http://farm1.static.flickr.com/169/379194665_a6947f3424.jpg
Figure 9:

THE SAVE OUR SUBWAYS COALITION

17

